
Minutes of the 36  th   SAM35 AGM meeting held at Old  
Warden Aerodrome 0n Saturday, 23  rd   July 2016  

1) Present:    Brian  Lever  (President),  Ian  Lever  (Chairman),  Kevin
Richards,   Andrew  Housden,  Andy  Brough,  Steve  Betney,  Colin
Hutchinson, Tony Goodger,  Dick Roberts, Bill Longley, Alex Phinn, Alistair
Simpson, Nick Zotov and 23 Members

The meeting opened at 13:00 hours

The President,  Brian Lever, welcomed members to the meeting.  A short
silence was observed for those members no longer with us.

2) Apologies for Absence: were received from David Parker

3) The Minutes of  the 35th Meeting,  having been circulated,  were
agreed as a true record.  Acceptance was proposed by Dick Roberts and
seconded by Nick Zotov

4) Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising

5) Membership Development:  Brian Lever outlined the history of
SAM35 and its membership which by the end of the 1980s had reached
over  1000  with  the  vintage  movement  gaining  considerable  press
coverage.  The first Yearbook was published in 1982, but the formation of
various schisms championing specific area of vintage interest led to the
breakaway formation of SAM1066 by David Baker and SAM Zero by Keith
Harris. This understandably resulted in a drop in membership, but since
1999  SAM35 has  been  stable  and  a  further  15  Yearbooks  published.
However, membership in recent years has slowly declined largely due to
the ageing membership profile and perhaps a lesser interest in vintage
aeromodelling.  At  the  2015 AGM the  SAM35 Committee  was  given  a
mandate to experiment with new initiatives that could redress the loss of
membership  and  make  the  Society  more  relevant  to  a  younger  age
group who possibly started aeromodelling in the 1960s or 1970s.  These
initiatives have included refreshing the appearance of SAM Speaks by
means of a new front cover design and columns dealing with RC and
scale aeromodelling, two-page articles in BMFA News (for which we are
paid), a complete revamp of the SAM35 website, special presentations to
clubs  and  societies  with  a  view  to  recruiting  new  members,  a  SAM
presence  at  the  BMFA  Nationals  and  the  Modelair  events,  and
consideration of  a new trading style for  the Society,  specifically  “The
Society  for  Aeromodellers”.   The  latest  membership  figures  would
indicate that these initiatives are being to work. Understandably, there
have been some detractors of these initiatives but credit must be given
to  Colin  Hutchinson,  Editor,  for  publishing  letters  expressing  these
doubts in Speaks, along with letters of praise to give a balanced picture.
Going forward, every opportunity must be taken to promote the Society
and  its  objective  by  means  of  a  new  SAM35  promotion  pack,  the
development  of  youth  membership,  continued  refreshment  of  our
magazine,  the  publication  of  a  new  Yearbook,  closer  liaison  with
SAM1066, the re-introduction of SAM sweatshirts, and a need to adapt to



the flying sites that remain now that Middle Wallop and Barkston are
currently  unavailable.   Also,  advertising  space  in  “Speaks”  has  been
taken by Belair  and the Vintage Aircraft  Company who include flyers
explaining the benefits of SAM35 membership within their kits.

6) SAM Working Title/Trading Style:  Ian lever outlined how the
word “antique” possibly gave the wrong impression of the Society.  After
considerable  discussion  within  the  Committee  it  was  felt  that  SAM35
should trade as” The Society for Aeromodellers” with the emphasis on
aeromodelling rather than antique.  Dick Hardwick felt that the old title
using antique was acceptable, but Nick Zotov emphasised the collective
view that the move forward was the way to go.  Additionally, Ian Lever
pointed out that Alex Whittaker of RCM&E is giving positive support to
SAM35 because of the title change.  Brian lever stressed that we need to
preserve our heritage but move forward to attract new interest and thus
halt a potential decline in the Membership, the new recruits building and
flying the models that relate to their youth.  A member emphasised that
SAM35 members  are  aeromodellers  and  not  just  “model  flyers”  with
ARTF creations.  A unanimous vote in favour of the revised trading style
was registered by a show of hands.

7) Constitutional  Changes:   Andrew  Housden  ran  through  the
changes that were deemed necessary when he took on the position of
Secretary  to  update  the  Constitution  and  which  had  been  circulated
among  the  Committee  for  comment,  discussion  and  agreement.
Principally these relate to optional honorary membership for Officers and
Committee  members,  the  election  of  new  Committee  members,  the
secondment  of  members  onto  the  Committee,  a  clear  definition  of
reasons for expulsion from the Society, and the notification of items for
discussion under the heading of AOB at the AGM.  Additionally, the new
Society  trading  style  has  provisionally  been  incorporated,  and  in
response to the wishes of the Treasurer the financial yearend has been
changed from 31 September to 31 December as this fits in better with
membership renewals.   The changes were accepted and ratified by a
unanimous show of hands.

8) Reports: were received from the Committee Members and read out
at  the meeting

Appendix  (a) Treasurers/Membership Secretaries Report (Kevin Richards)
Appendix  (b) Chairman’s Report (Ian Lever)
Appendix  (c) Editor’s Report (Colin Hutchinson)
Appendix  (d) R/C Secretary’s Report (Bill Longley)
Appendix  (e) Webmasters Report 

Peter Fox, Control Line Secretary, stated that he had not prepared a formal
report  as  there was little for him to say.   However, profile Weatherman is
going reasonably well although recent participation has fallen, and two new
classes  relating  to  “profile  proto”  using  29-size  loop  scavenged  or  F2D
silenced  engines  had  been  introduced.   Additionally,  “Taster  Stunt”  was
increasing in popularity and this year 27 models had been entered for SAM35
competitions.  There was some associated discussion concerning the grass
length at Old Warden which Peter Fox agreed to take up with Shuttleworth.



9) Membership  Subscriptions: The  Treasurer  proposed  that  the
membership subscription rates for the year beginning 1st January 2017 remain
at £27.50 for UK members and £48.50 for those abroad.  This was agreed by
a show of hands.

10) Election of Examiner for Accounts:  It was proposed that Roger
Stonelake,  formerly  H.W.  Renwick  &  Co,  continue  as  Examiner.   The
proposal was supported by a show of hands.

11) Election/Re-election of Officers:

a) Vice Chairman – No nominations
b) PRO – Alistair  Simpson had volunteered to fill  this vacancy for a

period  of  1year,  but  in  the  absence  of  any  other  nominees  he
agreed to continue in post to the beat of his ability given the limited
amount of time he has available

c) Webmaster – Nick Zotov volunteered to fill this post for 1 year in
2105  but  cannot  continue  past  July  1016  because  of  personal
commitments.  However Andrew Green said that he was willing to
take over as Webmaster; he was therefore proposed by Peter Fox
and seconded by Ian Lever 

d) FF  Secretary  –  John  Ashmole  offered  to  undertake  this  role;
accordingly he was proposed by Alistair Simpson and seconded by
Any Brough

12) Declaration and Election of 2014 Committee:  All other officers
were willing to continue for a further year.  However, a situation has now
arisen   whereby the change to  the AGM date plus the point at which
previous committee members had resigned means that some committee
members are overdue for re-lection and others would have stood for re-
election in 2016 had the AGM been in November.   All  the committee
members present, with the exception of Nick Zotov who agreed to act as
webmaster  for  one year,  stated that  they were willing to continue in
office.  Article 7 of the constitution says that  “A candidate for election
must be proposed and seconded by members in good standing and with
his or her consent. Where a serving Officer wishes to stand for a further
term, a proposer and seconder shall not be required provided there is no
other  candidate  for  the  same  post.”  Additionally,  “To  minimise
disruption, one third of the Society’s Officers shall stand down each year
after having served their normal term and a general election for their
posts  shall  be  held  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting”.  In  view  of  the
difficulty in attracting members to serve on the committee, and there
being  no  nominations  for  any  of  the  committee  positions  (with  the
exception  of  John  Ashmole  as  FF  Secretary  and  Andrew  Green  as
Webmaster), it is suggested that one third of the committee should be
notionally re-elected and their positions ratified at this AGM, these being
those longest in post; accordingly, Bill Longley, Ian Lever, Steve Betney
and Tony Goodger are to be re-elected at the July 2016 AGM. Andrew
Housden, Kevin Richards, Colin Hutchinson and Dick Roberts will be re-
elected  at  the  2017  AGM  and  Brian  Lever  and  Peter  Fox  in  2018
assuming  they  are  able  and  willing,  at  that  date,  to  continue.   The
meeting accepted this proposal by a unanimous show of hands



    

13)  Life Membership:  There are two vacancies for life members

14)  Yearbook:  There are very few copies of the existing yearbook in stock. 
However, Roger Simmons (aka Jetex Jim) with help from Colin Hutchinson has 
volunteered to act as coordinator of material for a new issue, but at the 
moment his health issues are a concern.

15) Event Reports and Events for 2016/2017: Ian Lever explained that 
decisions were awaited concerning the availability of Barkston for the FF 
National in 2017 (incidentally, the 2016 FF NATS had generated an income for
us); additionally, it is hoped to work closely with Modelair at Old Warden in 
2017.

16) Any Other Business:  Andy Brough reported on a meeting with Ken 
Shepherd of Modelair concerning the restriction model weight and engine size
operable at Old Warden that was deemed necessary following two recent 
incidents when models hit spectators.  The current limitation is 0.8cc/049 for 
engines and a 500 gram maximum weight, and first indications are that this 
plus a more clearly defined flight line are working well.  Some members felt 
that this would obviously preclude many models powered by, say, a Mills 1.3.
Ian lever reported that new SAM35 sweatshirts were available from him at a 
cost of £15.00, plus postage.  Finally, Ian Lever presented the Tasuma Trophy 
for Vintage Power Duration to Wesley Denton.

     17) Date and Venue for the 37th AGM: The use of Old Warden on a
Modelair flying day was deemed to be a success for the AGM and should
be repeated, the exact date to be promulgated once the Modelair 2017
dates are know. 
   

    
   18) Close of Meeting:  The President thanked all of the Committee for their

work, and the meeting was closed at 14:45 PM.


