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SAM 35 Rulebook No 3
sam35.org.uk/rules

Rulebook No 3 replaces Rulebook No 2 issued in January 2001. As ever, it is published to
enhance the enjoyment of our pursuit in all its aspects. This Rulebook covers general rules
applicable to all disciplines, and lists and refers the rules of individual disciplines.

General rules
1. Where these rules conflict with approved specialist rules, the specialist rules apply.
2. Competitors must have valid BMFA insurance to fly in any SAM 35 event, and handle and 

fly their models in accordance with BMFA safety advice detailed in the BMFA 
members’Handbook and the BMFA Contest Rules - General Regulations and Rules.

3. Engine run, max times, number of flights and fly-off type are to be set at the discretion of 
the CD and will be dependent on prevailing conditions and circumstances of the day.

4. Please refer to the specific Specialist Rule covering your SAM 35 aeromodelling interest to 
check whether Builder of Model (BOM) applies.

5. Heat shrink plastic films may be used but must be of tissue or fabric/silk-like appearance, 
not transparent, and with no violent colours. The CD’s decision on eligibility is final.

6. A vintage model must be built in accordance with a design that was first flown, published or 
kitted prior to 1st January 1951, (January 1951 issues of magazines are accepted as 
published in 1950).

7. A classic model must be built in accordance with a design that was first flown, published or 
kitted after 30th December 1950 and before 1st January 1961 (January 1961 issues of 
magazines are accepted as published in 1960).

8. The eligibility of the model must be based upon the existence of a plan which was published
between the specified dates. The purpose of additionally specifying "kitted" is to include 
those plans which were supplied as part of a kit but were not "published" elsewhere. Where 
multiple sizes of a design were published or kitted between the specified dates, the plan 
must be for the actual size model entered. In the special case where a table of model sizes, 
including lists of material sizes referenced to a plan, was published between the specified 
dates this information will be sufficient and need not be accompanied by an actual size plan 
of the model entered. In all these circumstances the plan, or table of sizes must be supported 
by photo-copies (or originals) of material which was published between the specified dates 
and confirms the date of publication or kitting.
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9. A model is also eligible for Vintage or Classic contests where unpublished plans are 
informally certified by the designer or other independent expert as being authentic and the 
model was flown during the period for Vintage or Classic models as defined above. If it is 
an unpublished design the competitor must be willing to produce information that clearly 
demonstrates that the model was flown during the period appropriate to the contest in which 
it is to be flown. Other acceptable evidence for a model having been flown in the period 
includes details of contest results in an article accompanying the design or other published 
evidence or certification from the designer. If the design is unpublished, the contestant must 
agree to give all available information to SAM 35 for possible publication.

10. Competitors are responsible for proving the eligibility of their models to the satisfaction of 
the CD and may be asked to produce supporting evidence on the day of the contest

11. Models are entered, not the flier, so more than one model per person is allowed.
12. The CD’s decision on all matters pertaining to the contest is final.

Specialist rules

13. Specialist rules are covered by separate specialist books as follows:
a) Free Flight [These rules are current, but under review by Tony Shepherd. This note will 

be removed when the review is complete]
i. SAM 35 and SAM 1066 Free Flight Competition Rules covering:

1. Vintage open power
2. Classic power
3. Max Bassett Trophy
4. Up to 50” Vintage glider
5. Over 50” Vintage glider
6. Up to 50” Classic glider
7. Over 50” Classic glider
8. Jarislav Rybak A2 glider
9. Pre 4oz Wakefield
10. 4oz Wakefield
11. 8oz Wakefield
12. Under 25” Vintage rubber
13. Small Vintage rubber
14. Flight cup
15. Vintage large rubber
16. Vintage coupe d’Hiver
17. Vintage Unorthodox (combined Glider, Rubber and i/c Power

ii. Jetex Rapier duration (2013 SAM Octoberfest, Barkston rules apply)
iii. Masefield Trophy
iv. Earl Stahl
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http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SAMFreeeFlightrules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/EarlStahl.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/MasefieldTrophy.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2013OctfestJetex.pdf
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b) Radio Control (including Radio Trim)
i. Radio trimmable models guidelines
ii. Radio trimmable spot landing
iii. Tomboy 3 and Senior Rules (2012 rules apply)
iv. Radio control vintage power duration (Revision issued 25 May 2016)
v. RC Precision Rules (2014 rules apply)

c) Control Line
i. Vintage stunt [Note that Classic stunt rules are under the remit of CLAPA]
ii. Taster Stunt
iii. Classic speed
iv. Weatherman speed rules (2016 rules apply)
v. Clubman Class Profile Weatherman
vi. Weatherman Speed League Regulations
vii.Voestak racing rules (2015 update rules apply)
viii. Fireball, Spirit of SAM and Mike Beach Trophies
ix. Phantom speed [Issued under Rule book No 3 under amendment 1]
x. Profile proto speed [Issued under Rule book No 3 under amendment 3]
xi. Phantom Pursuit 2017 [Issued under Rule Book No 3 under amendment 3]

Notes:
Many of the control line classes flown by SAM members at Old Warden and at National meetings 
are PMFC rules, and are shown on their control line rules page
Classic Stunt is under the remit of CLAPA
Vintage Team Race is under the remit of the Vintage Team Race Special Interest Group
Vintage Combat is under the remit of the Combat Fliers Association

Ian Lever
Chairman SAM 35
January 2016

Amendments:
1. Phantom speed rules added to Para 13c ix on 27 May 2016
2. (1) Paragraph 13 c iv amended to reflect Weatherman Speed 2016 rules (2) Specialist 

hyperlinks routed for new website
3. (1) Paragraph 13 c x amended to reflect Profile proto speed 2016 rules (2) Paragraph 13 c xi 

amended to reflect Phantom Pursuit 2017 rules
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http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Phantom-Pursuit-080816.pdf
http://combatflyers.co.uk/about-index.htm
http://www.clapa.org/
http://www.peterboroughmfc.org/FlyingRules/Peterborough%20RulesCL.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Profile-Proto-Speed-Rules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/PhantomSpeed.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/FireballSpiritofSam.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/sam35voetsakrules2015update.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/wmanspleagregs.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/CCPWRules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/wmansprules2016.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/classicspeedrules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/TasterStuntRules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/VintStunt2016AL1.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Texaco-Trophy-Series-SAM35-RC-Precision-Rules-2014.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/RCVintagePowerDurationRules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Tomboy3andSeniorRules2012.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/RadioAssistRudderOnlySpotLandingRules.pdf
http://sam35.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/RadioAssistguidelines.pdf

